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Non-Chinese speaking students at HKTA Yuen Yuen Institute No 3 Secondary School
in Tseung Kwan O. Photo: Nora Tam

While the number of international schools in Hong Kong has grown over the
past decade, non-Chinese parents, among them long-time residents in Hong
Kong, are looking for a bilingual education for their children, and at a much
lower cost.

And two public schools have sought to meet their need.

"Eight years ago, we noticed that the number of non-Chinese families living
in Sai Kung was growing," says the principal of the Lee Sin Yam Memorial
Primary School, Lewis Ng Chor-kung.

"Some of them had children who were enrolled in local kindergartens, and
receiving basic bilingual education. I met parents who were looking for a
school with a more well-rounded environment where both English and
Cantonese are used, so we decided to alter our curriculum to cater for these
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Two public schools have stepped up to the challenge of providing cost-effective options for
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