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Stormbreaker is the first novel in the Alex Rider series by one of the New York Times best-selling British author Anthony Horowitz. The book has sold more than nine million copies worldwide.

The story is about a fourteen-year-old kid, Alex Rider, who learns of the death of his uncle and adopted parent, Ian Rider, in a deadly car crash. Alex is suspicious of Ian’s death as he knows that Ian always wore his seatbelt, and so he decides to investigate. He finds that his uncle did not die in a car crash, and was, in fact, a spy who had been killed before completing his mission. He had actually been training Alex, who already speaks German, Spanish, French, English, and is a black-belt in karate, for a career in MI6.

A film adaptation, starring Alex Pettyfer as Alex Rider, was released on 21 July 2006.

The author of the series Anthony Horowitz has an unrivalled reputation for getting boys, especially reluctant readers, into books. In 2007, Anthony was singled out by then Education Secretary Alan Johnson as “the not-so-secret weapon to get boys reading.” So, if you are not used to reading English novels, try to start with Stormbreaker. For me, this story is definitely a page-turner which may be even more intriguing than the world-renowned Harry Potter series.
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Nowadays, simply go to any bookstores and you can find hundreds of success manuals, or biographies of famous people, or self-help books that promise to outline the six or seven or whatever number of keys to help you become a successful person. So we should be pretty knowledgeable on the topic. But the fact is that it’s still pretty unlikely that you and I can become the next Bill Gates or Barack Obama or Steve Jobs. Why?

“Outlier" is a scientific term used by the author to describe things or phenomena that lie outside normal experience. When it comes to explaining the careers of really successful people, the writer of this book thinks that our explanation is always too “crude” – that people like Bill Gates or Steve Jobs are “really smart” and “really ambitious”. But then there are a lot of people who are really smart and really ambitious, and they aren't worth 60 billion dollars!
To me, one of the most impressive chapter of the book is "The Trouble with Geniuses", in which the writer talked about his encounter with the smartest man in the world Chris Langan, who, with an IQ much higher than whoever successful people you can think of all around the world, ended up being an ordinary farmer. And the findings delivered in that chapter may be surprising to many of you.
In other chapters of the book, there are some other interesting facts about successful people:

· A hugely disproportionate number of professional hockey and soccer players are born in January, February and March.
· There is a magic year to be born if you want to be a software entrepreneur.
· There is another magic year to be born if you want to be really rich.
· How good a pilot is, it turns out, has a lot to do with where that pilot is from—that is, the culture he or she was raised in.
· A surprising number of the most powerful and successful corporate lawyers in New York City have almost the exact same biography: they are Jewish men, born in the Bronx or Brooklyn in the mid-1930's to immigrant parents who worked in the garment industry.

Now, you can call that a coincidence. But will there be any peculiar reasons behind all these facts? Read the book and find out the answers yourself.






